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FENATESV ANNOUNCES TIME TABLE OF STRIKE 
Work Stoppage Planned 
Caracas JL DIARIO Du CARACAS in Spanish 12 Mey 86 p 11 


(article: "Governnent ii@s Nine Days to iiespond to Workers; UCV: «<imployees 
Go on strike Today"; first paragraph is iL DIAKTO bs CARACAL introduction | 


[Yext] If an agreement with the goverment is not reached vy the 2ist of this 
wontii, tne National Federation of iigher sducation Workers of Venezvela 

(7 NATSV) will call and be,;in a nationwide strike of indelinite duration by 
tje 24 locals of the federation, A strike could break out in the Central 
University of Venezuela (UCY) on the 19th of this month if an agreement is 
not reached with the authorities, 


About 5,000 LCV workers will co on strike today, just as FuNaT“sv had resolved 
to do, to confirm to the government througn the liigh-Level Commission i*” 
petition which contemplates a wage hike of 800 bolivars for all university 
eiployees, the payment of debts incurred in 1984 and 1985 and a decision on 
the paynent of benefits, 


To strike to be carried out today in the country's bigest educational in- 
stitution is part of a series FsNATUSV decidec on in the form of a timetable, 
It fell to Lisandro Alvarado Ilidwestern University in Barqusimeto to initiate 
the strike last 7 May, The University of Zulia is tiie one that will culminate 
this action next 20 Hay, 


If an agreement with tne government is not reached by the 21st of this month, 
FUNATSSV will convoke a national assembly on that day in the main hall of the 

7 CY for the purpose of celling and launching a nzi.ionwide strike of thut 

federation's 24 locals of indefinite duration, y 


as for her, kebece Hackett, e member of the board of directors of the Associ- 
ation of Central University smployees, said that that institution also has 

sn internal problem between the university euthorities and its enployees 
since they have not. complied with the terms of the labor agreement, among 
wnich are to be found a wage increase of 4240 bolivars and the honoring: of 
subsidies for home and children, 


It is important to note that this cituation could also culminate in «# strike 


of indefinite duration in the UCV indepencently of tne nationwide strike of 
university erployees that has been calied, 
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According to Kebeca Hackett, the nationwide strike und the strikes that may 
vake place at the UCV, Carabobo University and the University of the Andes 
are nol. contradictory because each institution's problems of compliance with 
its labor agreements is one thing and the wage hike for all employees for 
which FANAT.SV is fighting is another, 


The strike in the UCV is planned for next: Monday, 19 uy, in the event the 
authorities refuse to comply with the agreement, 


According, to the administrative vice rector of the UCV, to pay the employees 
several ites would have to be changed, and that can only be done if the CNU 
[National Council of Universities] authorizes it, 


UCV Rector Comments 
Caraces iL NACIONAL in Spanish 20 May 66 p C~2 


[article by Txomin las Yerass "Chirincse end the University nmployees Strike; 
it Is Surprising that There Has Been No Hesponse from the Goverment" | 

[Text] ‘“wenty-four hours from the announced strike of indefinite duration 

by university euployecs throughout the country, there is not a glimmer of any 
kind of solution in sight anc the rectc: of the Central University of Venezuela 
(UCV), idwundo Chirinos, said thet it is surprising that there has been no 
response at all, "either positive or negative," from the governnent, 


"the seme thing is happening that happened in the Jast dispute with the pro- 
fessors, when the chief executive alone intervened as the strike evolved," 


All the factions that are in one way or another involved in the strike announced 
for toworrow by the university euployecs in their demands for a wage hike of 

800 bolivars, paynent of the money owed them for 1984 and 1985 and payinent of 
their benefits continved to meet yesterday, either 10 prepare and put the 

fine] touches to the strike action or in sezrch of solutions, 


0, the executive committee of the National Federation of liigher uducation 
Workers of Venesuela (HihaluiV) -- the orgunization thet called the strike — 
wet yesterdsy morning and the general covnei] of that sane body, composed of 
two representatives Irom euch affiliate? employee association plus the board 
of directors, did so in the afternoon, 


as for the National Council of Universities (CNV) High-Level Comission, it 
met «at 1400 hours in the main office of the University Sector Plenning Office 
(OPLU) and the rectors of all the universities did so later on the premise: 
of astern Lniversity in Altamira, 


Tre CHU Ligh-Level Comuission is composed of the rectors of the autonomous 
universities, the professor, employee and student unions and the director of 
the OPit, 

nector Chirinos informed us that weetings ave being planned with the congres- 


sional Committees of Finance, iducation and Culture "since, ind pendently of 
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the precideut's position, we now thut the cetions of congressmen ure funds= 
wental; this is tee way it is with the professors, * 


fronding; bill 


-e a that, in any case, the ultimete scluticn to the problem of tie 
unions! demands, “which are jetting to be chronic wid repetitive due to tie 
ovdset deficits, is for Congress to once and for ell study the higucr educa- 
tion funding bili, which could be in effect py 1987 und en would give the 
povernnent a cnance to vey cif debts existiny up te 1986," 


Chirinos pointed out that the universities will bc facing < tough situation 
witn the prowosed strike, one that vill end up effecting: tnousands of stuients 
who will ultimately be hart the nosy by it, 


Cnirinos reminded us that just a few davs ago the ChU high=Li vel Comicsicn 
deliverec to sducation Minister Luis Kenvuel Cerbonc)] a document with tirce 
reguests that wovld settle the dispute, ‘these are imblenentition of the 
Finance }tinictry benefit Fund as soon as possible, the 600=-bolivar wuge “ike 
enc the vossibility of applying the Vonfirnmation itules for the vrofessors, 


Ua 


The UCV rector also added that the reciors would meet to study tlhe case of 


v 


the different universities that have arisen with the authoriz: tion of the Chu 
since “they cannot benefit from the wties of scare oma and, insofar as 
I know, tne VWhird Age University (UT) did not go tiroug thot orpanization, * 


voesn't the CU nave the legal avthority to renort this situation? 


Cf course it aoes, At the next Ci meeting tiis irregular situation, as well 
2s tne case of other institvtions, will be discussed, 
wo the UTs is illcg-al? 


1 think so, 
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VieNazue La 


20,000 UNIVERSITY WORK“YRS BUGIN NATIONWLDE STRIKi: 
Caracas #L UNIVERSAL in Spanish 22 May &6 p 1-21 
[article by Hafac] GS, Borges; first paragraph is ML UNIV“RSAL introduction ] 


[Text] The Federation of Venezuelan University Professors (FAPUV) has made 
common cause with the striking workers, 


some 20,000 of the country's university workers began a nationwide strike of 
indefinite duration yesterday, They are demending peyment of raises obtained 
through labor agreements over a period of several years now and of benefits 
to pensioners and retirecs, 


The indefinite nationwide strike was called 2 months ago by the National 

Federation of Higher nducation Workers of Venezuela (F&NATSV) in view of 
lhe itpossibility of obtaining a response to the efforts and actions undertaken 
to obtain payment of the money owed them, 


As had been anounced, FENATHGV called « hugely attended general meeting of 
workers in the main lecture hal] of the Central University of Venezuela (UCV) 
with massive delegations from the rest of the country's universities, 


Yhere, accompanied by the chairmen of the 24 locals of that organization, the 
chairman of #! NATHSV, Pedro Requena, read alovd the "Declaration of an In- 
definite hetionwide Strike" and reported in detail everything that had been 
done at ell Jevels to reach an understanding; between the representatives of 
the labor unions and the High-Level Cormission along with the minister of 
education, lr luis Manuel Carbonell, 


when the reading of the above-mentioned «strike declaration was concluded, the 
FUNATHSV leaders went to the rectorate io deliver the document to Rector 
idimndo Chirjnos, who was chairing a regular necting of the university board, 


There, the leaders of that organization (which is composed of all the office 
employee, technician and service associations of the country's national and 
experimental universities and also some university and teaching institutes 
and colleges) explained to the UCV authorities that, “after assessing the 
current situation we are facing, with the expiration of the time agreed on 
with governnent agencies to exhaust the conciliatory phase in ovr demands for 
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raises and payment of benefits and debts contracted with these labor unions 
in 1984 and 1985, with the country's universities, we have decided to call an 
indefinite nationwide strike of university workers as of today (yesterday)." 


hector “idmundo Chirinos, who is, moreover, a member of the High-Level Cormis-= 
sion appointed by the National Councii of Universities, said that he deplored 
the interruption of activities because they would in a short time also have 
to suspend teaching and research activities, but ne explained that he con- 
sidered the workers! demands to be very just end endorsed the proposal thet 
the UCV University Council nad made in connection with this last 2 May, 


Rector Chirinos also received a document from retired UCV workers delivered 
to him by Mr Maximiario Guerra in which they requested of him payment of their 
benefits, 


Professors Back Striking Employees 


The board of directors of the Association of UCV Professors made public a 
cormmnique yesterday in which they let it be known that the higher council of 
said association had agreed on the following with regard to the university 
workers! strike cf indefinite duration: 


io support the just demands of the employees of the universities and insti- 
tutions ef higher learning affiliated with FHNATSSV and in connection with 
this, taking into consideration the situation creeted by the university emp- 
loyees strike, the board of directors of the association of UCV Professors at 
its regular meeting this 20 May wil] urge UCV professors: 


1) Not to engage in any kind of activity that differs from those they ordi- 
narily perform in the discharge of their university duties, 


2) To report to the board of directors of the Association of UCV Professors 
through nembers of the faculty departments es soon as minimal working condi- 
tions do not exist, 


The higher council, on the other hand, exparnded by the Association of UCV 
Professors, has resolved to demand that FAPUV implement actions as quickly as 
possible for the purpose of obtaining payments pending as a result of their 
being confirmed, benefits, pension funds and the application of Article 13 

of the Confirmation Rules effective es of 7 Jenuary 1984, 


Federation of University Professors 


Yesterday FAPUV chairman Omar Rodriguez Madrid told reporters that that union 
had always let it be known that the aspirations and the rights that serve 
university, technical and service employees are just and that in terns of 
them FAPUV assumes joint responsibility for those measures FuNAT:SV is at 
present promoting at the national level to realize the demands of thousands 
of workers, This situation will be submitted to the board of directors of 
FAPUV to decide whether this solidarity is to continue to be a uoral stance 
or whether they move on to actions of a material nature, concerning which 
FAPUV aiready has positive experience, 
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cs these rulec, which were not created by either PxFUV or the uriversitics, 


Since — he saic — they were created by the Natione] Council] of Universities 


nN 


end expired 2 years ago, in connection wiili which the Nutional Council oat 
Universities has mede no declaration, 


in respouse te @ question oy the reporter-, 
that 918 professors will be pensioned off et wastern University by the yeer 
2000, which means an exoenditure cf between 1€0 and 200 million bolivars 
that will lave to be disbursed in the usvel wey through the payroll every 
year, “If the situation remains unchanged," rrof Rodriguez bedrid said, 
“tre truth is that I don't dare say what will happen to highe: education in 
iis country since ] con't want to be apropict of cisaster," 
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ViNeZUELA 


UNIVERSITY WORKERS, STUDENTS, PROFSSSORS ORGANIZS MARCH 
Caracas UL NACIONAL in Spanish 27 May 86 p C=2 
[Article by Txomin las Heras; first paragraph is UL NACIONAL introduction ] 


[Text] They are going to deliver a document demanding that workers' demands 
be satisfied and a better budget for the universities, The congressional 
sducation and Culture Committee will mediate in the dispute, 


Along with professors and students, university workers yseterday put the 
finishing touches to the university march to be held tomorrow from the Central 
University of Venezuela (UCV) to the National Congress where they will deliver 
a document containing the demands posed by higher education workers, 


to do this, representatives of the Administrative xmployees Association of the 
National Open University, Simon Bolivar University, the University of Zulia 
and of the UCV as well as leaders of the professional associations of the 
professors of the latter institution of learning and the UNA [not further 
identified ] met yesterday at the headquarters of the Association of UCV Pro- 
fessors (APUCV), ‘The students were represented by the student clubs of the 
Departments of Sociology and Medicine and the workers by the leaders of their 
unions, 3 


The slogans of the march, which is to start at 1000 hours tomorrow from the 
Plaza del Rectorado of the UCV, will be chiefly focused on the general wage 
hike of 800 bolivars petitioned by the workers, the payment of debts incurred 
in 1984 and 1985 and the payment of benefits, However, the other factions 
that are to participate in the demonstration will elso voice their denands, 
such as the teaching bonus end the academic reform demanded by the students 
and the repayment of various debts owed professors, A better budget for the 
universities will be the basic demand, 


Mobilization 
starting early on honday, UCV workers mobilized ii: the main offices of Simon 
Bolivar, Simon kodriguez and National Open Universities to discuss the effect 


of and outlook for the strike initiated last Wednesday, the 21st, in accordance 
with a plan for internal action outlined by the auA [not further identified), 
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uroups of employees also went to the subway staticns of Plasa Venezuela, 

cabana Grancte, Chuacawito, Cepitolio, i'ro letric, rluza Sucre, Gate Negro, 

= uoyada, Jclles artes end bPleza Carivobo aac to tus entrances to the wii- 
ersily compus where © ~y Cistributed publicity referrins to the strike, 


Yor teday, the 24 plens to sst:mble its members: in their resvective depart 
nents and offices in order to visit the clussroomns for the purpose of explcin- 
ing the reason for the ctrixe and of inviting students end profsssors to join 
the university march, 


Will hey Suspend Classes 


wix days after the strike started, the fir: i negative «effects have begun to 
nave en impact on UCV accdenic netivity, 


unile so far no class time hes becn lest, some practicel ceurses in certein 
departuents in whicn the ussistance of employces is. required heve nad to be 
suspended and the situation is expceted to worsen if tne strike is prolonged, 
endengering the academic senester, which hes elready been aifected by the lest 
professors? strilb: 
Carlos alvaredo of Uc Lluis hay tti school of Medicine students Club expleincd 
thet practical courses in pnysiology und pathological :natorny have been lost, 
sinilar situation: heve arisen in the wchool of Computation oni the vepart= 
wents of Agronoiw unc Yeterinary ucience where the work of «employees is in= 


’ 


Cisvensable to tie conduct of :caderic ectivitic 


Jscewbere, refise has bermun to sccunwlate throvghout the carpus aud the filt.. 
. olree ay vnbeareble in the oatareco:, which Jeecs us to evppose thet clisscs 
way be suspenced et any moment for bygicnic reocons, 


tulture and education Coimittec 


ihe chairmen of toc Nationsel Vederz: tion cf lisher ducetion Worker: of 

Venezucla (FsNATAGV), Pedro iiequena, es irnformwd us thet coneressren Jose 

angel Apreda, Aliric Peres iecran and Gusteve pirunce of tac conyrescional 

Culture and uducrtion Committce received ceverai rep resontetiver of the Ci 

[ kevional Council of Universities | VigheLevel Commission wie Gelivered to then 
document cxpleinin;: the problens ‘ UNiveriity workers are cxperiencing: and 

wie negotiation siecess that has uv to now been engaged in, 


tue Chairman of Fasals..V ecdaed that Jose angel agrede bod teld Lii- tiat uc of 
wat womwent they intenced to act cu: poebetween.. to arrenjge for eo isceting witi: 
tle ministers of ce¢ucation end the scercterjiet of the presidcucy, 


‘Leve conversations with :isy ~overnment arency come of thiat" 
Micgrettusly, no, we hope thet, afier the Cal weeting inc through: the inter- 


wediaxry OF Dr sgavda, on interview ney be orrenced with the pinis te rs of cducu= 


tion anc the wer_teriat of the Presidcncy,* 
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goquona asiwmrad us thet, uccorlin; to the trformmtion he bad received 
the cifferont menbowss of SISALTEV, the stri'ze is bein:; hele at al 


is ey _ a? ur. ila 545 awh: 
Vy Te eet ae les “é if “ vist OC? Ws 


i 

io tne uni= 
3 of diroctors are meeting to orsanize th 

on Wednesday, 


sJe 3348/6111 i 
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VENIZU ELA 


STUDENTS, WORKERS UNREST IN MaRIDA, MARACAY 

ULA Crisis Worsens 
Caracas WL UNIV::RSAL in Spanish 30 May 86 p 2=22 
[Article by Asdrubal Romero of INNAC] 


[Text] Merida, 29 May—University of the Andes (ULA) students have decided 
to adopt a series of measures to get the government to provide this institu- 
tion with a budget consonant with its needs and in this way they may be able 
to solve the problems they are today overwhelmed with, 


ULA employees maintain a permanent asseribly, which is why there are no overall 
activities and, when it is in session, meetings between linking and other 
committees are recorded, meetings held on their own initiative by the employees, 
students, professors and workers who began the struggle for fulfillment of 
their respective demands, 


The university council had to suspend its meeting on Wednesday because it felt 
that the watchworés some demonstrators were firing off were off-key, 


In the face of all this the ULA is semi-paralyzed and so far there is not a 
glimmer of solutions to the demands the labor unions are making since the 
university authorities themselves have declared that the university does not 
have the money to meet their demands and that they will have to wait for the 
government to provide the institutions of higher learning with the means 
necessary for there to be a solution to the problems that are being raised, 


Jnrest at Romilc Gallegos 
Ceracus cL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 30 May 86 p 2=22 


[ Article: “WRormlo Gellegos Vice Rectorate Taken Over Because of Expulsion of 
16 Professors" | 


[Text] Maracay, 29 Way (special report)——-The academic vice rectorate of 


Rormlo Gallegos ixperimental University in San Juan de los Morros has been 
taken over in protest against measures adopted by the university authorities, 
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The premis::c are in the hands of groups of students and instructors who are 
orotestins the illegality of investments in cemous property, presumably by 
people connected with the governnent party, 


another reason for protesting is the expulsion-of 16 professors under contract 
without there being any real renscr: for this kind of measure, spokesmen for 
the sroup trat is behind the protest declared, 


Tne takeover took place this morning and is being maintained this «fternoon 
while administration commissicns and those who have taken over the vice 
rectorate explore the possibility of a settlement that will pernit the resto- 
ration of operations on the premises of the academic vice rectorate, 


11,466 
CuGs 3348/611 
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VENEZUELA 


CONGRESS INVESTIGATES POLICE CORRUPTION 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 28 Apr 86 p 29 


[Article by Paula Giraud: "Disappearance in Venezuela"; first paragraph is 
EL DIARIO DE CARACAS introduction] 


[Text] The discovery of the “death pits" has become the point of departure 
in Congress to investigate: Who "disappears" in Venezuela? How, and in 
whose hands, do tens of citizens "disappear?" 


"The discovery of the ‘death pits' should become the starting point from 
which to open a genuine national-level investigation of that terribie con- 
cept that has become institutionalized in Venezuela in the case of the 
'desaparecidos' [literally: missing persons]. Every region has its ‘des- 
aparecidos.'" This is the way it is put by MAS Deputy Rafael Guerra Ramos, 
who also emphasizes that cases of "desaparecidos" have existed as much dur- 
ing Democratic Action governments as under COPEI governments. 


"The story of the 'desaparecidos’ is closely linked to police corruption--to 
the existence of police officials who are at the same time delinquents and 
criminals involved in drug trafficking, vendettas, and organized crime. No 
one can have an idyllic view of the police, because there is a thin line 
that links police units and the criminal world. We find police agents in- 
filtrated into the underworld and the Mafia, stool pigeons, double agents, 
police agents in the pay of criminals, and underworld characters in the pay 
of the police. Links between the police and the underworld are inevitable, 
and this is a reality that cannot be ignored." 


Guerra Ramos adds that very special attention must be focused on that "thin 
line" that links the police with the underworld, with a view to applying 
appropriate and sufficient measures. "When such appropriate measures do not 
exist, a process of decomposition sets in that can undermine the police 
units, as has been occurring.” 


Some Hundred 'Desaparecidos' 


In the debate on the "vanishments," during regular sessions of the National 
Congress, mention has been made of some hundred Venezuelan “desaparecidos" 
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who have vanished while in the hands of the different police units. Each 
case history, each version, has been supported by details, dates, names sup- 
plied by the deputies taking part in the debate; and we can especially cite 
Orlando Fernandez's discourse of Tuesday 22 April 1986, during which he suc- 
ceeded in holding the full attention of the Chamber of Deputies, because he 
spoke judiciously, thoughtfully and with documents in hand. Other outstand- 
ing discourses were delivered by Raul Este and Henry Bencid, and by Carlos 
Tablante on 17 April 1986, who said: "We can state for the record that at 
the fringes of our police institutions, of our government by law, and of our 
vanished constitutionally regulated order, gangs of assassins are operating, 
made up of police officials or former police officials, who are Carrying on 
a shadowy manhunt, which, democratically, we are dutybound tc denounce." 


Who ‘Disappears’ in Venezuela? 


Carlos Tablante tells us that "The citizen 'disappears' who is detained-- 
sometimes mistakenly--for questioning because he is Suspected of possessing 
information of value in the clearing up of an important criminal act, and 
who, not having withstood the instruments used by his torturers to obtain 
the information they seek, becomes a liability on their hands, at which 
point, to avoid the legal consequences, they make him 'disappear.'" 


Tablante explains that those persons "disappear" who, for example, are 
linked to large-scale robberies of a banking institution and are arrested 
by unscrupulous officials who not only make the suspects "disappear" but 
also the loot: "Those informers "disappear' who start working with certain 
groups of police officials in the weaving of a dangerous web of impunity 
that gradually erases the borderline between crime and the law--a web that 
paradoxically has those who are committing the crime also Passing informa- 
tion to those combating it. In these cases, a guarantee of immunity is 
gradually forged which can only be canceled by making the informer "disap- 


pear,.'" 


The MAS deputy adds that small-time hoodlums who are detained by certain 
police officials during pretended nationwide "cleanup" operations also 
"disappear," being liquidated and made to "disappear" by these officials. 


He points out that Amnesty International's various reports and bulletins are 
beginning to refer to violations of human rights in Venezuela: In 1981, in 
Amnesty International's Annual Report, Pedro Jose Mantellini, who was attor- 
ney general of the Republic at the time, stated: "We are not going to deny 
that tortures have been committed and that ‘disappearances' have occurred 

in Venezuela." He emphasized, however, that "such acts were generally 
brought to light and their authors turned over to the courts of justice," 

In subsequent bulletins and reports, Amnesty International expressed its 
concern that many of the cases reported by it had as yet neither been re- 
solved nor clarified, 
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Story of Two 'Disappearances' 


On Tuesday 17 April 1984, two mechanics, natives of Maracaibo, vanished mys- 
teriously: Leonardo Enrique Bravo and Alirio Fuenmayor. A regular official 
of the PTJ, assigned to the Carrasquero delegation in the state of Zulia, 

a former PTJ agent of the mentioned police organization, and a cattleman 
stand accused as suspects in these two "disappearances." 


The details of these two cases of citizens who have “disappeared” were gath- 
ered and personally investigated by this reporter in Maracaibo in November 
1984 for an article in the 1.117 edition of the magazine BOHEMIA; current 
events provide a most appropriate setting for a restatement of the circum- 
stances under which Leonardo Enrique Bravo and Alirio Fuenmayor vanished. 


Zulia attorney Jose Gerardo Parra Duarte, who is handling the case of the 
"disappearance" of Leonardo Bravo and Alirig Fuenmayor, told me the follow- 
ing in November 1984: " On Tuesday 17 April 1984, at approximately 9:10 pm, 
citizens Norberto Machado, civilian, Julio Garcia, of the PTJ and assigned 
to the Carrasquero delegation, and Leonel Gonzalez, ex-PTJ, presented them- 
selves at residence 61-21 on Street 82 B of the Alberto Carnevalli district, 
and requested the presence of citizens Leonardo Enrique Bravo Moreno and 
Jesus Alirio Fuenmayor, who at the time were repairing a vehicle that had 

a mechanical fault. What is certain in the case is that, from that moment 
on, Bravo and Fuenmayor have disappeared." 


Members of Leonardo Bravo's family stated to the Maracaibo press (18 June 
1984) that he had been shot to death and that Alirio Fuenmayor had been 
drowned. Exeario Enrique Bravo and his wife Lucila Sanchez de Bravo told 
the Maracaibo press that on the night of 17 April 1984 a car, in which 
Leonel Gonzalez, Norberto Machado and PTJ official Julio Garcia were riding, 
had arrived a* residence number 61-21 on Street 82 B of the Alberto 
Carnevalli district. According to the version of Leonardo Enrique Bravo's 
relatives, the first to be detained was Leonardo, at whom Machado pointed 

a pistol and ordered him to get into the car, saying that he was wanted at 
the PTJ delegation for questioning. "Then they went for Jesus Fuenmayor, 
who had been a witness when several unknown persons had robbed Norberto 
Machado; and what we believe is that the two were detained for information 
as to the identities of the robbers, whom they did not know. Fuenmayor had 
gone to a neighboring store to buy some beers, and as he went by the shack 
he saw the robbery and said to Leonardo: ‘Hey, somebody's robbing in that 
house!" This remark was heard by Leonel Gonzalez Pineda who told it to 
Norbert» Machado; Machado later went to get Julio Garcia to accompany them 
and do away with the two." 


The Other Version of the Two 'Disappearances' 
The "disappearance" of Leonardo Bravo Moreno and Jesus Alirio Fuenmayor on 


17 April 1984 justified the presence in the state of Zulia, in connection 
with that case, of a Congressional committee headed by Henry Ramos, Hector 
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Alonso Lopez and Gustavo Guizandez. According to some sectors, this mys- 
terious case has ramifications reaching to the border with Colombia and 
having to do with car thefts, Attorney Jose Gerardo Suarez, who is handling 
the case of both the “desaparecidos," has indicated to the Zulia press that 
the person alleged to be responsible for the “disappearance" of Bravo and 
Fuenmayor is the PTJ official: "It would be unprecedented were we to be in 
the presence of a death squad that takes unto itself legal attributions to 
which it is not entitled and that goes about executing people and making 
them disappear just like that." 


How Does One Disappear in Venezuela? 


The state of Zulia heads the list in number of prisoners who have "“disap- 
peared." As Carlos Tablante points out, this region has gradually become 
virtually an organized crime stronghold, and in recent months alone--accord- 
ing to information provided by the deputy director of the PTJ to the Con- 
gressional committee that has been investigating the "death pits"--there 
have been reports of 28 citizens who have “disappeared," and whose families 
allege, for the most part, that they have been made to "disappear" by one 
or more officials of police units. 


But the story of the "desaparecidos," as Carlos Tablante points out, is not 
confined to the state of Zulia; it involves other parts of the country as 
well. There is Bolivar, where seven arrested citizens have "disappeared," 
and where their relatives have reported this to the different organizations 
legally qualified to deal with the matter throughout the jurisdictional area 
of the state of Bolivar. As the press has reported, based on the lists pro- 
vided by Congress, there are cases of “desaparecidos" in Portuguesa, Aragua, 
Lara, Falcon, and Carabobo, in addition to one case of an arrested person 
who has "disappeared" in Caracas and another one in Merida, 


The story of the "desaparecidos"--of the "death pits"--as we pointed out 
at the beginning of this article, is closely linked to police corruption; 
and as Carlos Tablante points out: "We believe that the citizens who have 
been arrested and made to disappear, treated inhumanely and in violation of 
all constitutional guaranties--the citizens who have been assassinated by 
certain groups of police officials--have not been murdered by Democratic 
Action, nor by COPEI; nor have they been murdered by this Government or the 
previous one. We are dealing with a situation that has evolved because of 
a system that is not functioning properly; and we who make up the different 
governing entities of the nation are duty-bound to take the concrete actions 
required to detect the faults, correct them and Overcome them," 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


FAV TO MANUFACTURE PLANE--Gen Raul Fernandez waited till Gen Candido Farias 
stepped down from the Tacarigua plane after testing it before a group of 
military and civilian guests. Only then did he talk about plans to build 

a plane in Venezuela that can be used by farmers to reach their farms and 
spray their crops, and by the Air Force for basic training. The plane test- 
ed at Maracay on Thursday the 18th was a version of the Henriot which in 
1920 was the pride of the FAV. The Air Force Technical School located the 
plans in Italy and has built a slightly modified version able to be equipped 
with a more powerful engine. But its maneuverability and safety are the the 
same as those of the original model built in Italy 65 years ago. Of course, 
the difficulties involved in this project were greater than they would have 
been to build a contemporary plane, since materials had to be recreated that 
are no longer found on the market. But the purpose of this project was spe- 
cifically to demonstrate the capabilities of the Venezuelan operators. This 
done, the commander of the FAV, General Fernandez, commented on the talks 
that have been held with Venezuelan and foreign industrialists interested 
in manufacturing the multi-purpose Venezuelan plane, which will be export- 
able to Caribbean and Central American countries where Venezuela has special 
commercial access. The FAV's negotiations are following the same line of 
approach that led to the exchanging of Venezuelan oil for Tucano planes, 
with which the F-16 pilots will be trained. These planes had already been 
budgeted for, but the FAV, actir.gj on instructions from the executive branch, 
prepared the groundwork for Brazil's acceptance of the exchange of its 
planes for Venezuela's oil. Thus, Brazil will triple its purchases of Vene- 
zuelan oil, leaving the way open for the exchange arrangement to continue 

in categories like Brazilian farm tractors, once the Tucanos are paid for. 
"Simply put," said General Fernandez, without seeming to give the matter 
much importance, "we, the Armed Forces, realize that we must work with the 
country's economic reality in mind." [Text] [Caracas ZETA in Spanish 28 
Apr 86 p 27) 9238 
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